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1. Paul, Jan 6,
1. Intro
1.1.
•

Eight Missionaries – of 8 million
Desire is to inform and inspire. Three-purpose Christianity is fueled by 3rd
purpose activity. Worship, Walk and Witness. Upward, Inward, Outward.
•
The power of giving away your faith – Philemon 6.
•
Stagnant water doesn’t flow out.
1.2.
Missiology
•
The study of the mission.
•
Mission is apostolic, sending.
•
The study of the church going.
•
Across Church history from AD 40 to 2000.
1.3.
Biblical Missiology
•
Paul as unique, apostle, Acts, letters, lots of details!
•
Revisiting him for missiology!
1.3.1. Roland Allen
•
around 1900, Anglican Missionary to China, Returned home, concerned
about faithfulness of missiology.
•
Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours? 1912
•
Paul contrasted – Gospel centrality, Spirit dependance, indigenous
leadership
•
Bishop Leslie Newbigin warned about reading book – it will ruin you for
other missiology!
1.3.2. Eckhard Schnabel – GCTS prof.
•
Paul the Missionary, 2008
•
Description, Synthesis, Interpretation, Application
•
Observation, Interpretation, Application
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The Life of Paul
All dates are approximate.
Page 3. Exported from Logos Bible Software, 12:31 PM December 31, 2020.

2. Background
2.1.
Roman Citizen by Birth
2.1.1. Born in Tarsus ~1 BC, (date inferred from prominence in Stephen’s
martyrdom and use of terms, “young man”-Acts 8:58)
Are you not the Egyptian, then, who recently stirred up a revolt and led the four
thousand men of the Assassins out into the wilderness?” 39 Paul replied, “I am a Jew,
from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no obscure city. I beg you, permit me to speak to
the people.”
Acts 21:38–39 (ESV)
38
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•

•
•
•

Tarsus a major city, at a crossroads, large library 200,000, university,
prosperous, agriculture, trade, tents from black goat hair, Hellenic culture,
strong Jewish population given freedom by Julius Caesar
Favored by the Romans. Julius Caesar. Paul born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28).
Only 1% of population had citizenship.
Likely Paul’s family had a business that supplied Romans under Julius or
Augustus and won favor.
Paul was very well educated in Greco-Roman learning, rhetoric, manners etc.
He was comfortable with Kings and high-ranking officials.

2.2.

Observant Jewish family in a Hellenized world.

though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he
has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day,
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.
Philippians 3:4–6 (ESV)
4

•
•
•
•

Diaspora Judaism.
Tight communities around synagogues
Islands amidst hard-core paganism.
Roman protection was huge.

Julius Caius pretor, [consul] of Rome, to the magistrates, senate, and people of the
Parians, sends greeting. The Jews of Delos, and some other Jews that sojourn there,
in the presence of your ambassadors, signified to us, that by a decree of yours you
forbid them to make use of the customs of their forefathers, and their way of sacred
worship. Now it does not please me that such decrees should be made against our
friends and confederates: whereby they are forbidden to live according to their own
customs, or to bring in contributions for common suppers, and holy festivals. While
they are not forbidden so to do even at Rome itself. Josephus, "Ant." xiv. 10, § 8
•
•
•

Pharisaical Judaism was dominant.
Semi-Pelagian view.
Hyper-law in fear of exile, anticipation of kingdom.

2.3.

Student Under Gamaliel

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet
of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for
God as all of you are this day.
3
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Acts 22:3 (ESV)
Gamaliel is described by Josephus as coming from a "very illustrious" family (The Life of
Josephus, 190-191). Indeed, he was the grandson of the great rabbi Hillel the Elder, [1]
who founded the most lenient version of Pharisaism. Gamaliel became Hillel’s
successor, leading the Pharisaic movement, which was most lenient school of thought
in Palestinian Judaism. These things made him very popular with the people, which
translated into even greater influence within the Sanhedrin.[2] In fact, Rabbinic
Literature describes Gamaliel as being given the honorary title “the Elder” like his
grandfather before him (Mishnah Sotah 9:15) and was the first of only seven men in all
history to have bestowed upon him the title Rabban (“our master,” as opposed to the
more common Rabbi (“my master”).[3] Although all Pharisees were held in high
esteem,[4] Gamaliel was even more so. Luke’s statement that he was “respected by all
the people” (v. 34) is actually somewhat of an understatement: he was the most
respected, most influential Jew alive at this time. It is for this reason that Paul cites study
under him as a prominent feature of his Jewish pedigree (Acts 22:3).
At this time, Gamaliel was the head of the Pharisaic movement, which had the support
of the masses.[5] The Pharisees were known to be the most lenient in
judgment,[6] whereas the Sadducees were known for their severity in
judgment.[7] Because he was the leader of the Pharisees, he brought this emphasis on
leniency into the deliberations of the Sanhedrin, where he served as co-chair along
with the High Priest.[8]
As the Pharisaic “co-chair” of the Sanhedrin and the most influential Jew alive, Gamaliel
had the status and the authority to “command/order” (i.e., he gave a personal order
which was not debated or voted upon by the rest of the Sanhedrin[9]) that the apostles
be removed from the courtroom (v. 34). This order was obeyed immediately and
without question. Similarly, during Gamaliel’s speech, he says, “I advise you” (v. 38,
NIV). This phrase, however, should be rendered, “I say to you” (NASB). It is the
same construction Jesus used to introduce an authoritative pronouncement, and
is used in the same context with the same meaning in Rabbinic Literature.
Therefore, Gamaliel is not giving “advice,” as the NIV suggests; rather, he is
strongly asserting his authoritative “ruling” as the ranking minority leader. All
Pharisaic members of the Sanhedrin are now sure to vote for acquittal. Because
they had the full support of the masses,[10] the Sadducaic element within the
Sanhedrin was forced to follow this more lenient Pharisaic initiative. The entire
Sanhedrin’s response in verse 40 is further confirmation of this. In this way, the
sentence of capital punishment was reduced to flogging (vv. 38-40)!
In addition to his timely intervention in Acts 5, Gamaliel had considerable
influence elsewhere in the NT:
5

Gamaliel focused on the importance of study and the teacher-student relationship (Avot
d'Rabbi Natan A, 40; Mishnah Avot 1:16; Peah 2:6; Orlah 2:12; Yevamot 16:7)…..He
reached out to Jews living in the Diaspora (Jerusalem Talmud [JT] Maaser Sheni 5:4
[56c]; Sanhedrin 1:2 [11b]), and was quite tolerant of Gentiles, as were his pupils and
descendants after him (Tosefta Bava Kama 9:30; JT Avodah Zarah 1:9; Sifre to
Deuteronomy 38; BT Berachot 27a; Avodah Zarah 20a; Sanhedrin 104b; Gittin 61a). Like
Hillel before him (Soferim 16:9), Gamaliel stood almost alone in his love for the Greek
language. It was studied in his "school" and he even declared that it was the only
language into which the Torah could be perfectly translated (BT Sotah 49b; cf. Bereshit
Rabbah 36:8; Devarim Rabbah 1:1; Mishnah Megillah 1:8).[11]
Now knowing these aspects of the life of Gamaliel, it is easy to see his influence on his
best-known student, Paul of Tarsus (Acts 22:3). Like his master Gamaliel, Paul can be
seen in the NT mentoring younger students, reaching out to Jews in the Diaspora,
including Greeks in his mission, and utilizing the Greek version of Scripture and the
Greek language to raise up disciples. Like Gamaliel before him,[12] Paul also dictated
letters.[13 ]In fact, the very terminology Paul uses to describe his relationship to
Gamaliel in Acts 22:3 derives neither from the Greek translation of the OT (the
Septuagint) nor from Greek literature. Rather, it is a phrase borrowed directly from the
words of the rabbis themselves,[14 ] no doubt learned by Paul as he was literally
“brought up…at the feet of Gamaliel.” 1
2.4.

Pharisee of Pharisees

Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees,
he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with
respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.”
Acts 23:6 (ESV)
6

WHO WAS GAMALIEL? by WAVE NUNNALLY on October 31, 2016, https://news.ag.org/features/who-was-gamaliel [1] Babylonian
Talmud (BT) Shabbat 15a.
[2] See W.E. Nunnally, “Gamaliel”, in Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, ed. D.N. Freedman. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000, pp. 481–482.
[3] See Nunnally “Gamaliel”, pp. 481–482; BT Rosh HaShanah 24b, etc.
[4] Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 13:288, 298; 18:15; History of the Jewish War 1:107-114; 2:162-163, 166.
[5] Antiquities 13:288, 296, 298; 18:12–17.
[6] Antiquities 13: 294; Mishnah Avot 1:6, “When you judge anyone, incline the scales toward innocence.”
[7] Avot d’Rabbi Nathan, 5; Antiquities 20:199.
[8] BT Shabbat 15a.
[9] Compare Acts 4:15, where a similar action was taken by the consent of the entire Sanhedrin.
[10] Antiquities 13:288, 297; 18:15, 18.
[11] This paragraph appears as an indented quote because it is taken almost verbatim from Nunnally, “Gamaliel”, p. 482.
[12] Tosefta Sanhedrin 2:6; BT Sanhedrin 11b; JT Sanhedrin 18d; Ma'aser Sheni 56c.
[13] Rom. 16:22; Gal. 6:11; 2 Thes. 3:17.
[14] See Mishnah Avot 1:4; 2:10; Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:20, etc.
[15] The substance of this article has been excerpted from the author’s The Book of Acts. Springfield, MO: Global University
Press, 2008. To obtain a copy of this book, email nunnallyw@evangel.edu.
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PHARISEES (Φαρισαῖος, Pharisaios). Members of a Jewish party that exercised strict
piety according to Mosaic law. The Pharisees were a sect within early Judaism,
becoming active arou
nd 150 BC and enduring as a distinct party until being subsumed into the Rabbinic
movement around AD 135.
Introduction
Although the origin of the Pharisees is disputed (they may date as far back as the
period of resettlement in Palestine following Babylonian exile), the group appears to
have become the primary voice of Judaism following the destruction of the
Jerusalem temple in AD 70. The Pharisees developed a tradition of strict
interpretation of the Mosaic law, developing an extensive set of oral extensions of the
law designed to maintain religious identity and purity.
The origin of the term “Pharisee” comes from the Aramaic word ( פרשׁprsh), which
means “to separate,” “divide,” or “distinguish.” Greenspoon asserts that the sect
emerged from the Hasidim, a group of strictly devout separatists known as the
“righteous” or “pious” (see Greenspoon, Between Alexander and Antioch, 343). The
Pharisees kept themselves apart both socially and theologically from aristocratic
sympathizers with Hellenism and the uneducated commoners. Some were so
committed to separation from Hellenism that they were willing to take up arms in
defense of their beliefs, even against fellow Jews. 2
• As a prominent Pharisee, he was likely married at some point, yet was
unmarried later in life. The word for unmarried is used both for single people
and widowed people.
1F

2.5.

Persecutor of the Church ~AD 33

For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of
God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many
of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my
fathers.
Galatians 1:13–14 (ESV)
13

Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down
their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he
had said this, he fell asleep. 1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on
58

2

Johnson, B. T. (2016). Pharisees. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, … W.
Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2
Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was
ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and
women and committed them to prison.
Acts 7:58–8:3 (ESV)
I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and
women, 5 as the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness.
From them I received letters to the brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to
take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be
punished.
Acts 22:4–5 (ESV)
4

And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after
receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my
vote against them. 11 And I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to
make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I persecuted them even to
foreign cities.
Acts 26:10–11 (ESV)
10



Reflections on why Paul persecuted.
o Stephen’s Speech – “speaking against the Temple and the Law”

Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and
Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom
and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who
said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And
they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him
and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses
who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law,
14
for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will
change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in
the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
Acts 6:9–15 (ESV)
9

Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 49
“ ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you
build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50 Did not my hand make
48
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all these things?’ 51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets
did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand
the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53
you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
Acts 7:48–53 (ESV)
I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged
me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a blasphemer,
persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe
in him for eternal life.
1 Timothy 1:12–16 (ESV)
12




Paul was committed to the works-righteousness view of OT.
This was an attack on this in every way.
o Counter to the law and temple
o Counter to works righteousness
o Counter to Jewish identity
o Dangerous in their view bc of Romans
o Dangerous in their view bc of Exile.
2.6.






Reflections on Background
Paul was committed to a system that was based on self-righteousness.
Paul was extremely learned yet ignorant.
False ideas, false systems, false identity have grave consequences.
Recognize ourselves in this. Both before Christ and now.
Safe in Jesus but need for radical renewal of mind.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
Romans 1:18 (ESV)
18

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not
1
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be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.
Romans 12:1–2 (ESV)
3. Overview of Ministry/Life
3.1.
Blinded & Seeing ~AD 33
 Story told multiple times. Acts 9, 22, 26 (plus Gal 1, Ph 3, 1 Co 15, 1 Tim
1)
 On the way to Damascus
 Light shone around him
 Heard a voice,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against
the goads.”
“Who are you, Lord?” –
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
“What shall I do, Lord?”
“Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is
appointed for you to do.”
 House of Ananias.
“… for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant
and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which
I will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from the
Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are
sanctified by faith in me.”
 Reflections
o The shock for Paul in realizing the magnitude of his error.
o “Kicking against the goads” – had Paul resisted the truth and
prompting of God through Stephen and others?
o The faith and obedience of Ananias vs. fear and disobedience.
o The resilience and mercy of the church as Damascus to forgive
and absorb Paul!
3.2.

Damascus ~AD 33-35

and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the disciples at
Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is
19
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the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man
who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not
come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul
increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus
by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 23 When many days had passed, the Jews
plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the
gates day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let
him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.
Acts 9:19–25 (ESV)
But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his
grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among
the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 17 nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and
returned again to Damascus.
Galatians 1 (ESV)
15

At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in
order to seize me, 33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall and
escaped his hands.
2 Corinthians 11:23–33 (ESV)
32

3.3.

Jerusalem ~AD 35

And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they
were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas
took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he
had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly
in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching
boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists.
But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought
him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
Acts 9:26–30 (ESV)
26

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with
him fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s
brother. 20 (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into
the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
Galatians 1:18–21 (ESV)
18
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Paul has been facing persecution.
He is aggressively going into the synagogues of Greek-speaking Jews.
They are responding with hatred and murder.
It may be that the Greek-speaking Jews were more radical.

3.4.

Tarsus, ~AD 35-40

Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 And I was still unknown in person
to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only were hearing it said, “He who
used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they
glorified God because of me. 1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem
with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set
before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I
proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run
in vain.
Galatians 1:21–2:2 (ESV)
21





Very little we know for sure here.
They are hearing about him preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.
It may be that many of the long list of sufferings he received happened in this
period.

Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. (NO
RECORD)
25
Three times I was beaten with rods (Acts 19=ONCE).
Once I was stoned. (DERBE)
Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea;(No Record but
later.)
2 Corinthians 11:24–25 (ESV)
 Schnabel believes that Paul was planting churches in Asia Minor in this time. 3
24

3.5.

Third Heaven ~AD 42

I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to
visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not
know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in
the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that
cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on
my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish to
boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so
1
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Eckhard Schnabel, Paul the Missionary, IVP, 2008, p 75.
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that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep
me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,
a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me
from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it
should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ,
then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.
For when I am weak, then I am strong.
2 Corinthians 12:1–10 (ESV)





Paul’s revelations.
Paul’s sufferings.
Paul’s example.
Reflections on living in the overlap of the ages.

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church,
Colossians 1:24 (ESV)
24

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in
his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Philippians 3:8–11 (ESV)
8







Two ages – this present age and the age to come. Both here now. We live in
both. This means the kingdom is experienced and suffering happens.
This is the context for the revelation of Christ and his example to us.
Paul exemplifies this too.
We know Christ through the mix of the two.
Advance of the kingdom, opposition to the kingdom.

3.6.
Antioch - ~AD 40-46
 Antioch was a prosperous and important city of half a million people. It is
situated in the southeast of modern day Turkey, north of Syria, in a valley on a
river about 15 miles from the Mediterranean ocean. It was a real crossroads of
13

culture with many Jews, many Romans, many Greeks and Syrians, Africans,
Gauls and Persians. It was a melting pot of many peoples and cultures.
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he
brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great
many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 27 Now in these
days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them named
Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over
all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined,
every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And
they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
Acts 11:25–30 (ESV)
25

3.7.
Jerusalem ~AD 45
 Famine relief in response to prophecy of Agabus
 Paul & Barnabas go and take Titus and Paul lays out the gospel he preaches.
 They support his gospel mission to the Gentiles.
 Ministry to the poor continues to be a burden for Paul and a thread through his
ministry.
Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus
along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though
privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the
Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain…. 7 On the
contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8
(for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked
also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John,
who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the
right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and
they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I
was eager to do.
Galatians 2:1–10 (ESV)
1
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3.8.







First Journey. ~AD 46-47

Sent by a Prophetic word while worshiping and fasting.
Send after fasting and prayer and laying hands by prophets and teachers and
church.
Cyprus – Barnabas’ native land.
o Started in Salamis and went to Paphos, proclaiming in synagogues.
o In Paphos had encounter with Elymas, his blinding and the proconsul,
Sergius Paulus’ conversion.
o Saul to Paul, Barnabas and Paul to Paul and Barnabas.
Asia Minor
o Perhaps because Sergius Paulus was from Galatia.
o Also, perhaps because he was sick with malaria. Gal 4:13.
o Journey to Perga, John Mark’s resignation.
15

o Antioch Pisidia – invited to speak on Sabbath at synagogue.
 Preaches a Biblical Theological Gospel from the OT. David 
Jesus.
 Message like Peter’s at Pentecost. Included warning from Hab.
1:5.
 Next week, almost the whole city shows up. Jewish leaders revile
Paul. Many Gentiles come to faith. Jews incited devout women of
high standing and the leading men to persecute them.
o Iconium
 Same approach. Opposed but remained for a long time.
Miraculous signs. City divided. Attempt made to stone them! Fled
to Lystra and Derbe
o Lystra
 More pagan. Few Jews (Timothy from here – mother and
grandmother were Jewish). Speak in Lycaonian.
 Crippled man healed. “The gods have come down to us…”
Legend of Zeus and Hermes, given hospitality and saved couple
from flood.
 Jews from Antioch and Iconium persuaded crowd to stone Paul!
 “Disciples” gather around him, he gets up and goes back in! Then
to Derbe.
o Derbe – made many disciples.
o Return trip
 Lystra, Iconium, Antioch to strengthen and warn, appointing
elders w prayer and fasting.
 Pisidia and Pamphylia and Attalia and to Antioch.
 Writes letter to the Galatians ~AD48
3.9.






Jerusalem ~AD 49
Came back to Antioch, gathered church, declared all God had done,
stayed a while.
Judaizers in the church!
Jewish church under increasing pressure from other Jews. Judea was
sliding towards open rebellion against Rome. It would culminate in AD
66 with the capture of Jerusalem and Judea – and the defeat of a
Roman Legion and 6,000 killed.
Argument was that you needed to convert to Judaism to be saved.
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Paul and Barnabas and others sent to Jerusalem to see apostles and
elders about this.
After much debate, Peter recounts Cornelius’ conversion. Paul &
Barnabas shared about signs and wonders among Gentiles.
James quotes from Amos & Isaiah about the church age. Suggests they
not have to follow Mosaic law but for sake of Jews, abstain from
offerings to idols, sexual immorality, what has been strangled and
blood – so as not to offend Jews.
Seemed good to apostles and elders and the whole church to send
emissaries. Judas and Silas accompanied them.

3.10.
Paul & Barnabas separate, AD 49
 Paul said, lets revisit the brothers. Over John Mark, Barnabas’ cousin. Sharp
disagreement and separation. Barnabas went w John Mark to Cyprus. Pal
chose Silas and departed. He went through Syria and Cilicia.
 Paul would later commend John Mark. 2 Tim 4:11 (Gospel of Mark – upper
room, seized on crucifixion, companion of Peter)
3.11.

Second Journey, AD 49-51





Galatia
o Came inland to Derbe and Lystra. Recruited Timothy, delivered
Jerusalem Council letter to Galatians.
Journey through Asia Minor
17









o Went into Phrygia, inland Asia Minor. Forbidden by the Holy
Spirit from preaching in Asia! They try going north but the Spirit
of Jesus did not allow them. They go to Troas.
o Notice how God’s leading works here – Paul was an Apostle yet
did not rely on a special pipeline to God but had to use means
like other believers.
o In Troas Paul has a vision of the Macedonian man – Cover over
and help us! (Next week and Patrick!)
o Samothrace to Neapolis to Philippi.
Philippi
o Philippi a Roman colony, largely non-Jewish, no synagogue.
o Go to riverside, looking for gathering of Jews, speak to Jewish
women. Lydia, God fearer. She and household are baptized.
o Slave girl incident. Crying out! Cast demon out. These men are
“Jews”. Disturbing our city. Advocate customs not lawful for “us
as Romans.”
o Magistrates strip and beat them w rods – a serious punishment!
o Singing in the darkness! Praying too. Others listening.
Earthquake. Doors open. Chains off. Jailor ready to kill himself
because of assuming escaped prisoners. “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?”
o He and whole house baptized. Washed wounds. Meal together.
o Rebuked magistrates, encouraged brothers, left city, Luke
remained.
Thessalonica
o Synagogue three Sabbaths, some Jews, devout Greeks and
leading women.
o Attack by Jews. Dragged Jason and brothers before authorities.
Turned the world upside down, acting against the decrees of
Caesar, another King, Jesus! Took security for Jason. Let go.
Send Paul and Silas to Berea.
Berea – same as Thessalonica, except Berean Jews were reasonable.
Thessalonian Jews agitated crowds. Sent Paul to Athens. Silas and
Timothy stay.
Athens
o Disturbed by idols
o Reasoned in synagogues and marketplace.
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3.12.

o Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. Jesus’ resurrection was
shocking.
o Address to Aereopagus. Very different message. God as creator.
True God and true worship. Judge the world in righteousness by
resurrected man!
o Some believed.
Corinth
o By himself. Found Aquila and Priscilla, tentmaking believing
Jews! Wow!
o Reasoned in synagogues, tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.
o Knowing nothing but Christ and him crucified!
o Silas and Timothy relieve him, preaches full time. Titius Justus,
Crispus and many others believed and were baptized.
Encouraging vision! 18 months.
o Before Gallio – not my business!
o Writes 1 & 2 Thessalonians
Return
o Sails from Cenchrea with Aquilas. Vow and haircut. Ephesus.
Leaves Aquilas. Declined invitation from Jews to stay.
o Ceasarea, went up and greeted (Jerusalem) church, back to
Antioch.
Reflections
o Expansion into Europe.
o Caters preaching to culture, both positive and negative
adjustments.
o Clarity, simplicity, relatable, reasonable, dependance on the
Spirit.
o Quickly appointed leaders – deacons and elders. Treated fairly
self-sufficiently.
Third Journey AD 52-57
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Galatia & Phrygia, strengthening the disciples.
Ephesus, AD 53-55
o Apollos discipled by Aquilas. Sent to Corinth.
o John’s disciples – John the Baptist followers in Ephesus. Gospel and
Baptism of the Spirit – 12 disciples.
o Three months in the synagogue, kicked out, two years in Tyrannus
lecture hall daily.
o Great miracles. Seven sons of Sceva. Known to all the residents
(250,000!) Believers repented, $5M!
o Riot in Ephesus. Departed for Macedonia.
o Writes 1 & 2 Corinthians.
o Writes Romans.
20



o Spends time in Corinth.
Return
o About to sail, plot uncovered.
o Went by land to Phillip, Luke joins them.
o Carrying collection for the Jews with delegates.
o Troas and Eutychus.
o Ephesian elders in Acts 20. Never see face again!
o Going to Jerusalem constrained by the Holy Spirit.
o Landed at Tyre. Please don’t go! By the Spirit. Same at Caesarea w
Agabus.
o Ready to be imprisoned and die for Jesus.

3.13.
Jerusalem AD 57-59
 James and elders, report, false report, vow and offering, Gentiles ok.
 Temple riot, arrest, defense, further plots, defenses to Council, Felix,
Agrippa, to Rome.
 Shipwreck! Luke with them!
3.14.
Rome AD 62 (James killed in 62!)
 Arrive at Puteoli, greeted Forum of Appius. In Rome under guard.
 Spoke with Jewish leaders, no report, tell us more.
 Morning to evening teaching from law and prophets. Some believed,
others reject it. Rebuke from Paul.
 Two whole years. Welcomed all. Proclaiming and teaching with all boldness
without hindrance.
 Prison epistles –
o Philippians
o Philemon
o Ephesians
o Colossians
3.15.


Later Journeys AD 62-64
Journey to Spain? – 1 Clement 5:1-7.

When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been
collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you.
Romans 15:18–28 (ESV)
\ 28

…the journey of Paul, who from the city [Rome] proceeded to Spain.
21

Muratorian Canon lines 38-39
And Paul entered into the apostleship a year after the assumption of Christ; and
beginning at Jerusalem, he advanced as far as Illyricum, and Italy, and Spain,
preaching the Gospel for five-and-thirty years. And in the time of Nero he was
beheaded at Rome, and was buried there.
Hippolytus, Ante-Nicene Fathers 5.255


Crete

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and
appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
Titus 1:5 (ESV)
5



Writes 1 Timothy & Titus




Final Days AD 64-67
Writes 2 Timothy
Execution under Nero

3.16.

Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty
during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus,
and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out
not only in Judæa, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things
hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their
centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded
guilty; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so
much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every
sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by
dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and
burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. 4

4

Cornelius Tacitus, The Annals, Alfred John Church, William Jackson Brodribb, Ed. Tac. Ann. 15.44
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Nero's Torches, Painting by Henryk Siemiradzki
Ye are initiated into the mysteries of the Gospel with Paul, the holy, the martyred,
inasmuch as he was “a chosen vessel;” Ignatius, ~AD 100 5
What a happy Church is that whereon the Apostles poured out their whole
doctrine together with their blood; where Peter suffers a passion like his
Lord's, where Paul is crowned with the death of John (the Baptist). 6 Tertullian, ~AD
200

Paul’s tomb excavated and confirmed.

The Epistle of Ignatius to the Ephesians, XII, The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus
by Philip Schaff, Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Ephesians, Chapter XII Christian Classics Ethereal
Library
6
Tertullian, “On the Testimony of the Soul and on The "Prescription" of Heretics, Translated into
English by T. Herbert Bindley, 1914, © S.P.C.K. 1914. Chapter 36.
5
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4. Key Points
4.1.
Paul’s Understanding of His Call
 Isaiah 42
For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “ ‘I have made you a light for the
Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”
Acts 13:47 (ESV)
47

But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to
appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to
those in which I will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from the
Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’
Acts 26:16–18 (ESV)
16

Hearken to me, ye islands; and attend, ye Gentiles; after a long time it shall come to
pass, saith the Lord: from my mother’s womb he has called my name: 2 and he has
made my mouth as a sharp sword, and he has hid me under the shadow of his hand;
he has made me as a choice shaft, and he has hid me in his quiver; 3 and said to me,
Thou art my servant, O Israel, and in thee I will be glorified. 4 Then I said, I have
laboured in vain, I have given my strength for vanity and for nothing: therefore is my
judgment with the Lord, and my labour before my God. 5 And now, thus saith the Lord
that formed me from the womb to be his own servant, to gather Jacob to him and
Israel. I shall be gathered and glorified before the Lord, and my God shall be my
strength. 6 And he said to me, It is a great thing for thee to be called my servant, to
establish the tribes of Jacob, and to recover the dispersion of Israel: behold, βI have
given thee for the γcovenant of a race, for a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest
be for salvation to the end of the earth.
7
Thus saith the Lord that delivered thee, the God of Israel, Sanctify him that
despises his life, him that is abhorred by the nations that are the servants of princes:
kings shall behold him, and princes shall arise, and shall worship him, for the Lord’s
sake: for the Holy One of Israel is faithful, and I have chosen thee.
8
Thus saith the Lord, δIn an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of
salvation have I succoured thee: and I have formed thee, and given thee for a
covenant of the nations, to establish the earth, and to cause to inherit the desert
Acts 13:47.
Or, a perpetual covenant. Heb. and Alex. omit.
δ 2 Cor. 6:2.
β
γ
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heritages: 9 saying to them that are in bonds, Go forth; and bidding them that are in
darkness shew themselves. They shall be fed in all the ways, and in all the paths shall
be their pasture. 10 ζThey shall not hunger, neither shall they thirst; neither shall the
heat nor the sun smite them; but he that has mercy on them shall comfort them, and
by fountains of waters shall he lead them. 11 And I will make every mountain a way,
and every path a pasture to them. 12 Behold, these shall come from far: and these
from the north and the west, and others from the land of the Persians. 7
Isaiah 41:1-12, (Brenton’s LXX)


Isaiah 52

For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 by the power of
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all
the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; 20 and
thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been
named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation, 21 but as it is written, “Those who
have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will
understand
Romans 15:18–21 (ESV)
18

Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be
exalted. 14 As many were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred, beyond
human semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 15 so shall
he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, for that which
has not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard they
understand.
Isaiah 52:13–15 (ESV)
13





He understood that the gospel and kingdom were to go to gentile cities,
regions, nations, Kings, coastlands.
He understood that the servant of the Lord implied his apostles and his
church.
He understood himself as the pioneer in this aspect of the mission.

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me
for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written
1

Rev. 7:16.
Brenton, L. C. L. (1870). The Septuagint Version of the Old Testament: English
Translation (Is 49:1–12). London: Samuel Bagster and Sons.
ζ

7
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briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5
which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I was made a minister
according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power.
8
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
Ephesians 3:1–10 (ESV)
4.2.

Paul’s Piety
 Amazing faithfulness, humility, love and patience.
 2 Cor. And 2 Tim. Show us a very Christ-like disciple for us to emulate.

Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you
will also share in our comfort. 8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of
the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our
strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the
sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who
raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On
him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by
prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us
through the prayers of many. 12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience,
that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly
wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you.
2 Corinthians 1:7–12 (ESV)
7

But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that
he is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me.
2 Timothy 1:12 (ESV)
12b

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure
has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
8
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
6
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righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who
have loved his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:6–8 (ESV)




He loved the word, was devoted to prayer, dependant on the Holy
Spirit, Christ-centered, loving the glory of the Father, valuing team and
community.
He faced death with courage, counting his life as all in and for Christ.

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20 (ESV)
20

4.3.

Paul’s Missiology
 Reach as many unreached gentile ethnic groups as possible.
 Establish viable, mature churches to represent Christ and continue the
work.
 Once the churches are mature, move beyond them to new ground.

We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your
faith increases, our area of influence among you may be greatly enlarged, 16 so that
we may preach the gospel in lands beyond you, without boasting of work already
done in another’s area of influence.
2 Corinthians 10:15–16 (ESV)
15

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that
we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his
energy that he powerfully works within me.
Colossians 1:28–29 (ESV)
28

4.4.





Paul’s Ecclesiology
Make disciples
o Know the gospel, theology, the word
o Live a Christlike life in community.
Appoint qualified elders and deacons.
Encourage relative autonomy and interdependence.
27

4.5.

Paul’s Eschatology
 He lived for the final day.
 He lived for God’s approval and disciplined himself for the finish line.

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize?
So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They
do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run
aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.
1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (ESV)
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4.6.





He expected Christ to return soon and worked accordingly.
He likely believed that the nations could be reached and Christ return
within a generation or so. Probably a good working assumption for us,
too.

Paul’s Legacy
Thoughts?

5. Questions for Discussion
5.1.
Applying Paul’s Missiology
 Three-fold purpose
• According to Scripture, the 3-fold purpose of the church includes not only
ministry to the world, but also ministry to God and ministry to believers. 8
• “The church’s service has three goals: to serve God in worship; to serve
one another in nurture; and to serve the world in mission.”9

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, England: InterVarsity, 1994) 867-869.
(1) Ministry to God: Worship
 Col. 3:16 (“sing psalms and hymns …”)
 Eph. 1:12 (“to live for the praise of his glory”)
(2) Ministry to believers: Nurture
 Col. 1:28 (“present every man mature in Christ”)
 Eph. 4:12-13 (“for building up the body of Christ”)
(3) Ministry to the world: Evangelism and Mercy
 Matt. 28:19 (“make disciples of all nations”)
 Luke 6:35-36 (“He is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish”)
(via Dave Harvey, “Watch Your Mission: To Be or Not to Be ‘Missional’”, SGM Pastors Conference, 2009)
9
Edmund Clowney, The Church (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity; 1995), 65. (via Dave Harvey, “Watch Your Mission: To Be or Not
to Be ‘Missional’”, SGM Pastors Conference, 2009)
8
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•





10

“We should beware of any attempts to reduce the purpose of the church to
only one of these three and to say that it should be our primary focus.”10
• The church as an inextricably integral blend of worshipful, communal and
missional.
• Implications
o
Mission must be a key hermeneutic to our understanding of Scripture.
o
Mission must be a key hermeneutic to our understanding of God.
o
Mission must be a key hermeneutic to our understanding of Self &
Church.
o
Mission must be a key aspect of all of our preaching.
o
Mission is integral to every ministry of the church.
o
We must evaluate ourselves and our churches according to mission.
o
To neglect mission is to be a two-legged versus a three-legged stool,
to handicap our people’s and our church’s success.
o
We must design ministries around mission as integral to the Christian
life versus an added duty or practice.
o
We must distinguish but not divorce word and deed aspects of
mission. We must prioritize proclamation without diminishing
demonstration.
We should prioritize reaching unreached ethnic groups.
We should mature churches for the sake of local witness and global impact.
OTHER?

5.2.




Applying Paul’s Ecclesiology

5.3.




Applying Paul’s Piety

5.4.




Applying Paul’s Eschatology

Ibid, 868. (via Dave Harvey, “Watch Your Mission: To Be or Not to Be ‘Missional’”, SGM Pastors Conference, 2009)
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5.5.




Applying Paul’s Legacy

5.6.




Not Applying Paul
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